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indifferent to these external and extrinsic circumstances,
he easily discerned, and most highly appreciated the in-
trinsic qualities of the Philosophic Statesman through
even the homely costume, which had concealed them
from the ken of the fastidious diplomat.

Were all travellers like Baron Humboldt, they would
obtain much more correct and extensive information of
the countries and people they visited, than is too com-
monly the case. He was most truly a citizen of the
world, and wherever he went he felt himself perfectly
at home. Under all governments, in all climes, he rec-
ognized man as his brother. Kind, frank, cordial in
his disposition, expansive and enlightened in his views,
his sympathies were never chilled, his opinions never
warped by prejudice. The varieties of condition, of
character, of customs he met with among the nations he
visited, were never subjected to the test of his own feel-
ings and perceptions, but tried by the universal standard
of abstract principles of utility, justice, goodness.

His visits at the President's-House, were unshackled
by mere ceremony and not limited to any particular
hour. One evening he called about twilight and being
shown into the drawing room without being announced,
he found Mr. Jefferson seated on the floor, surrounded
by half a dozen of his little grandchildren so eagerly and
noisily engaged in a game of romps that for some mo-
ments his entrance was not perceived. When his pres-
ence was discovered Mr. Jefferson rose up and shaking
hands with him, saicl, "you have found me playing the
fool Baron, but I am sure to you I need make no appol-
ogy."1

Another time he called of a morning and was taken
into the Cabinet; as he sat by the table, among the
^his appears in "A Winter in Washington," Vol. II, p. 34.eficiency of
